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Abstract  

English is the first foreign language in formal school in Indonesia, it has been taught from kindergarten up to 

university. However, students still find difficulties in learning process because the language is different, and 

many English learners fail to learn English as foreign language. English consists of four skills they are listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing. And it has three components they are pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar. 

Based on the writers experience as English teacher, one of the difficulties faced by students is grammar, and it is 

important for us to learn grammar. Here the students often produce many ungrammatical sentences. This paper is 

aimed at finding out whether the students make grammatical error in using present continuous tense or not, and to 

know the types of students’ grammatical error in using present continuous tense. The population of the research 

was the students of SMP Muhammadiyah I Teluk Betung at grade eight that consists of 34 students. Here, the 

writers used total sampling technique. In collecting the data the writers used translation test by asking the 

students to translate 10 sentences from Indonesian into English. The research found that the students’ errors in 

using present continuous tense were 91 from 340 sentences. There were 22 omission errors, 20 addition errors, 24 

misformation errors, and 25 misordering errors, and the correct sentences were 249. It can be seen that the 

students’ addition errors were the lowest errors and the students’ misordering errors were the highest errors. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Language is very important for human being because language is used to communicate with other people in 

social life. Without language, people can not understand what other people are talking about. There are so many 

languages in the world, one of the language is English.  

 

English is the first foreign language in formal school in Indonesia. However, students still find difficulties in 

learning process because the language is different, and many English learners fail to learn English as foreign 

language. One of the difficulties faced by students is grammar, and it is important for us to learn grammar. 

 

English consists of four skills; they are listening, speaking, reading, and writing. And it has three components; 

they are pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar. Here, the students often produce many ungrammatical 

sentences, so English teacher still finds errors made by students. It happens because the students do not know and 

understand about grammar, the students seldom practice their English.  

 

Based on the preliminary research at SMP Muhammadiyah 1, the writers found that the students are still 

making some grammatical errors especially in making a sentence. In this research the writer analyzed the 

students’ problem in making sentences especially for present continuous tense. In this research the writers also 

analyzed what type of grammatical error made by the students. 

 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Error and mistake are being wrong or get a wrong idea about something. Errors are students’ wrong utterance 

or sentence in speaking or writing because they have lack of knowledge of English structure or language rules. 

Brown (1994:205) states that error is a noticeable deviation from adult grammar of a native speaker, reflecting 

the inter language competence of the learner.  
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There are two kinds of errors according to Cored (1980:24) they are systematically and non systematically 

errors. The first systematic error called “error”, means that wrong condition that learners made without realizing 

it, they do not know whether it is wrong or not. And the second is nonsystematic error called ‘mistake” means 

that the learners have to know the rule in pronouncing words. 

 

Students error give at least three benefits, they are: 

1. Errors tell us (the teacher of English) how far the students have progressed to reach the objective.  

2. Errors provide evidences of how language is learnt and what strategies the learners are employing. 

3. Errors can be used by the students as a learning material. 

 

Concept of Error Analysis 

Error analysis is the technique to analyze the students’ error in process learning. Error will give feedback and 

tell or give information to the language teacher to improve the technique teaching process and the syllabus used. 

They are also used to provide the information to design the remedial syllabus and program of teaching to know 

about students’ error.  

 

The students who learn English usually make errors. This idea Brown (1994: 204) human learning is 

fundamentally a process that involves making mistake. Therefore, it becomes a very good input and will be 

useful for the writer who will be an English teacher to keep on trying to analyze the problem that would be faced 

by junior high school students in using structure.  

 

Type of Errors 

Dulay (1982:151) states that there are four types of errors based on surface strategy taxonomy, it highlights 

the ways surface structures are alerted and those are: 

Omission Error - Omission error is the type of error that has the character the absence of an item that must appear 

in well-formed structure. 

Addition Error - Addition error is type of error that has character the presence of an item which must not appear 

in well-formed utterance. 

Misformation Error - Misformation errors are characterized by the use of the wrong form of the morpheme or 

structure. 

Misordering Error - These errors are characterized by incorrect placement of a morpheme or a group of 

morpheme or word in utterance. 

 

Concept of Grammar 

Teaching grammar is an important part of language teaching. Grammar or structure is basically one of the 

elements of language that studied how the sentences are arranged concerning to the verb and relating to the time. 

Grammar is one of the most important aspects in English.  In a language Grammar has function to arrange the 

sentence and as foundation of speaking and writing. By learning grammar we will learn a foreign language easily. 

According to Brown (2001:362) grammar is the system of rules governing the conventional arrangement and 

relationship of words in a sentence. Grammar tells us how to construct a sentence (word order, verb and noun 

systems, modifiers, pharases, and clause).  

 

Larsen and Freeman (2003:12) said too that 

1. Grammar is an area of knowledge 

2. When we say something is grammatical, we mean that it is accurate. 

3. Grammar has to do with rules 

4. Grammar is arbitary 

5. One good thing about grammar is that there is always one right answer. 

6. Grammar has to do with word order within sentences and structures, such as word endings or morphology. 

7. Grammar is acquired naturally; it does not have to be taugh 

8. Grammar structures are required in a set order, one after another. 

9. All aspects of grammar are learned in the same way 

10. Learner will eventually bring their performance into sligement with the target language; error correction or 

feedback is unnecessary.  
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From the opinion above, it can be said that grammar is very important in learning english because grammar is 

system of unit and pattern of language and it is a basic tool in english. And without grammar we can not make 

good sentences, becauase for making good sentences we need grammars rule. 

 

According to Harmer (2004:12) Grammar of a language is the description of the ways in which words can 

change their forms and can be combined into sentences in that language. 

 

Beside that, Grammar is the structural foundation of our ability to express ourselves. The more we are aware 

of how it works, the more we can monitor the meaning and effectiveness of the way we and others use language. 

It can help foster precision, detect ambiguity, and exploit the richness of expression available in English. And it 

can help everyone--not only teachers of English, but teachers of anything, for all teaching are ultimately a matter 

of getting to grips with meaning. (David Crystal,”In Word and Deed”,TES Teacher, April 30,2004). 

 

METHODOLOGY 

The method that we used in this research is descriptive qualitative method. And the research variable is the 

students’ grammatical error in using present continuous tense. The operational definition of variable is the 

students’ grammatical error in using present continuous tense is any error made by the students’ in using present 

continuous tense. The population of this research is the second grade students at SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Teluk 

Betung 2012 with total number of students 34. In this research 34 students as the sample. And to take the sample 

the writer used total sampling technique. To collect the data the writer used translation test by asking the 

students’ to translate 10 sentences in Bahasa Indonesia into English. The writer used observation to get 

information about the condition of teaching learning process of the students’ by observing the class. and also 

documentation It is used to know the condition of the students and the teacher. Documentation is used to 

complete the data for this research, which is taken from SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Teluk Batung. To ensure the 

validity of test the writer used content validity. It means that the test items were designed based on the current 

English curriculum of SMP. 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

In this research, I made 10 questions or sentences for 34 students of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Telukbetung and 

I used translation test by asking the students to translate 10 sentences in Bahasa Indonesia into English by using 

present continuous tense. Based on the result of the research, the students’ errors in using present continuous 

tense were 91 sentences. There were 22 omission errors made by the students, 20 addition errors made by the 

students, 24 misformation errors made by the students, and 25 misordering errors made by the students, and the 

correct sentences were 249. It can be seen that the students’ misordering errors were the lowest errors and the 

students’ misformation errors were the highest errors. It means that misformation errors were done by many 

students of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Telukbetung, in other words, the students often do wrong from the structure 

and the students’ tenses mastery still low. To solve these errors problems, the students need more practices in 

grammar and the teacher also must give much attention, especially in teaching grammar. 

 

The Data of Students’ Errors 

From 34 students’ errors I found that 

1. Omissions were 22 made by students. 

2. Additions were 20 made by students. 

3. Misformations were 24 made by students 

4. Misorderings were 25 made by students. 

 

In this research it can be seen that the students’ misordering errors were the lowest errors and misformation 

errors were the highest errors. It means that misformation errors were done by many students of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 1 Telukbetung, in other words, the students often do wrong from the structure and the students’ 

tenses mastery still low. To solve these errors problems, the students need more practices in grammar  

 

and the teacher also must give much attention, especially in teaching grammar. It would be adventages if the 

English teacher keeps on trying to analyze the problem which is difficult for the students especially in students’ 

errors, it is very good input to help them in learning english, especially in using present continuous tense. I found 

the conclusion about the students’ errors in using present continuous tense such as there were some errors and 

type of errors like omission, addition, misformation, and misordering in using present continuous tense. 

The following table shows the students’ grammatical error in using present continuous tense. 
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The formula for percentage of omission errors (Po), percentage of addition errors (Pa), percentage of 

misformation errors (Pm), and percentage of misordering errors (Pd) in implementing sentences using the correct 

function as follow: 

 

Po = T1 X 100%   

   GT 

 

Pa = T2 X 100% 

    GT 

 

Pm = T3 X 100% 

    GT 

Pd = T4 X 100% 

    GT 

 

The Percentage of Students’ Error 

Po = 22 x 100% = 06. 47% 

   340 

 

Pa = 20 x 100% = 05. 88% 

   340 

 

Pm = 24 x 100% = 07. 05% 

             340 

 

Pd = 25 x 100% = 07. 35% 

    340 

 

DISCUSSION 

In this research, we prepared 10 questions or sentences for 34 students of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 

Telukbetung and we used translation test by asking the students to translate 10 sentences from Indonesian into 

English by using present continuous tense. Based on the result of the research, the students’ errors in using 

present continuous tense were 91 sentences. There were 22 omission errors made by the students, 20 addition 

errors made by the students, 24 misformation errors made by the students, and 25 misordering errors made by the 

students, and the correct sentences were 249. It can be seen that the students’ misordering errors were the lowest 

errors and the students’ misformation errors were the highest errors. It means that misformation errors were done 

by many students of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Telukbetung, in other words, the students often do wrong from the 

structure and the students’ tenses mastery still low. To solve these errors problems, the students need more 

practices in grammar and the teacher also must give much attention, especially in teaching grammar. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In this research it can be seen that the students’ misordering errors were the lowest errors and misformation 

errors were the highest errors. It means that misformation errors were done by many students of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 1 Telukbetung, in other words, the students often make mistakes from the structure and the 

students’ tenses mastery still low. To solve these errors problems, the students need more practices in grammar. 

and the teacher also must give much attention, especially in teaching grammar. It would be adventages if the 

English teacher keeps on trying to analyze the problem which is difficult for the students especially in students’ 

errors, it is very good input to help them in learning english, especially in using present continuous tense. I found 

the conclusion about the students’ errors in using present continuous tense such as there were some errors and 

type of errors like omission, addition, misformation, and misordering in using present continuous tense. 
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