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Abstract 

The objective of the research is to investigate the rate of media-literacy of certified elementary school teachers in 

Bandar Lampung City. The method of the research is quantitative. The data were collected by means of 

questionnaire and test based on individual competence framework. The sample was 230 teachers selected by 

means of random sampling technique, that is, 10% out of 2300 teachers. The rate of media-literacy of certified 

elementary school teachers in Bandar Lampung City was found to be at the basic level because the score was 

under 70. The teachers’ ability to operate media was not high enough, their ability to analyze the content of the 

media was not high, and their ability to communicate by means of media was also very limited.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The education in Indonesia has undergone five changes. The education in Indonesia at the moment not only 

uses printed and electronic media, but also information communication and technology (ICT) – based media. Our 

education system has been bound with the ICT, that is, Computer Based Instruction (CBI),  Computer Assisted 

Instruction (CAI), mobile learning, e-learning, learning management system, on-line curriculum, e-library, 

individual learning system, and e-assessment.  In another angle, the globalization era has required social 

transformations which lead to the information-based and knowledge-based society. This results in the 

requirements of comprehensive and powerful infrastructure, (hardware, software, application, and connectivity); 

supporting regulation; human resources with sufficient media literacy and information literacy to create certain 

products.  

Based on the description above, education must be supported by highly qualified human resources. 

Consequently, the students’ right to obtain high quality of education can be fulfilled. Qualified teachers tend to 

design and implement the teaching and learning processes using elective approach out of some theories, so that 

the teaching and learning processes are not implemented based on instinct. Instruction is science and art, where 

the learning process will make the students comfortable, feel at home, and motivated to learn if the teacher can 

combine some suitable theories and adjust them with students’ potentials, characteristics, and environment. Such 

atmosphere may help the students to understand who they are, so that they will become autonomous students who 

can adjust themselves with their environment.  

There some teachers who have not been familiar with information technology and communication (ICT) in the 

field, on the one hand, and on the other hand, human interactions have been based on ICT. The use of ICT by 

society has an indirectly strategic role in developing the society’s information because ICT has functioned as an 

intermediary media between the message sender and receivers. There is a close and significant relationship 

between media and information. Information will be easily and fast transmitted by means of media. The media 

will loss some of its functions if there is nothing to be communicated. Thus, it can be stated that media exist to 

facilitate and accelerate the reach of information to the receivers. By contrast, information exists to make the 

media functional.   

The phenomenon above results in a challenge for education especially for the teachers who have been certified 

because they live in the era which the technologists of communication call “The Age of Media Society”. This is 

given that the certificates that the teachers hold indicate that the teachers’ professions have been acknowledged. 

A profession requires qualities from human resources who hold that profession. Therefore, the teachers should be 

able to adjust themselves with technological developments. However, the teachers become one of the media in 

the teaching and learning processes, not as one of learning resources. Away from the minimum of facility, this 

indicator clearly appears when the teacher and students interact in classroom using only one direction interaction.  
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Media as one of learning resources may provide much information. In order that the media can be used 

effectively and efficiently, the ability to read, write and communicate comprehensively the information obtained 

from various media is required. The teachers must have literate ability to make use of media if they do not want 

to be left behind and ignorant people among the societies who have been bombarded with information. By having 

the two abilities above, the teachers will be facilitated to implement the teaching and learning processes 

effectively, efficiently and interestingly.      

Media literacy, according to Potter (2001) is a perspective used actively by an individual when he or she is 

accessing a media to interpret the message communicated by the media. Based on National Leadership 

Conference on Media Literacy, media literacy is an individual’s ability to access, analyze, evaluate and 

communicate messages. The primary focus is to evaluate critically sources, codes used, messages obtained, 

selection, interpretation and the impacts of the messages.  

There are two ideas about the media literacy, that is, the idea from Silverblatt dan James Potter (Potter, 2001). 

According to Silverblatt, media literacy has five elements: (1) an awareness of the impact of the media on 

individuals and society; (2) an understanding of mass communication process; (3) a development of strategies 

which are used to analyze and discuss messages of the media; (4) an awareness of the content of the media as a 

text which provides an insight and knowledge about contemporary culture for human beings; and (5) an 

acceleration of pleasure, understanding and appreciation of the content of the media.  

Based on the National Leadership Conference on Media Education, media literacy is the ability to access, 

analyze, evaluate and communicate messages in various forms (Renee Hobbs, 1999). media literacy is a social 

effort to learn media so it becomes powerful society in the middle of global societies which are called  media-

saturated (Iriantara,  2009).  Besides, media literacy is also needed to prepare the members of the society who are 

exposed to mass media (Buckingham, 2001). If such competence is not fulfilled, it is assumed that the teachers 

will never be able to compete in the globalization era. Meanwhile, the Article 52 of Constitution no. 32/2003 on 

the press defines media literacy as “learning activities to accelerate the society’s critical behaviors,’ (Iriantara, 

2009).  

Furthermore, Center for Media Literacy (CML) formulates media literacy as “the ability to communicate 

competently using all media, not only printed but also electronic ones,” (Iriantara, 2009). media literacy covers 

several abilities: (a). The ability to criticize media; (b) The ability to produce media; (c) The ability to teach 

media; (d) The ability to explore various media and (f) The ability to think critically about the content of the 

media.  

Meanwhile, the European Comission (2009) defines media literacy as  the  ability  to  access,  analyse  and 

evaluate the power of images, sounds and messages which we are now being  confronted with on a  daily basis  

and are an  important part  of our contemporary culture,  as  well  as  to  communicate  competently  in  media 

available on a personal basis. Media literacy relates to all media, including television  and  film,  radio  and  

recorded  music,  printed  media,  the  Internet and other new digital communication technologies. 

The teachers’ ability to use media literacy was measured by using Individual  Competence  Framework as it 

was used in the Final  Report Study  on  Assessment  Criteria  for  Media  Literacy  Levels 2009 implemented by 

European  Commission.  The framework was firstly used to measure the level of media literacy in Uni-European 

countries. Individual Competence is an individual ability to make use of media which among others include: 

using, producing, analyzing, and communicating messages by means of media.  Individual Competence is divided 

into two categories:  

1. Personal  Competence,  that is an individual’s ability to use media and to analyze the content of the 

media, which consists of two criteria:  

a. Technical  skills,  that is, technical ability to use media, in the sense that an individual is able to 

operate media and understand all instructions inside it.  

b. Critical Understanding, that is, cognitive ability to use media such as the ability to understand, 

analyze and evaluate the content of the media.  

2. Social Competence, that is, someone’s ability to communicate and develop social relations by means of 

media and to produce the content of the media.  

Social  competence  consists of  communicative  abilities, that is, the ability to communicate and 

participate using media. Such communicative abilities cover the abilities to establish social relations, to 

take part in social circle by means of media, as well to produce the content of the media.  

The measurement of the rate of media literacy was done to each component of the individual competences and 

has different loads. The load of social competences was 23% whereas the load of personal competence was 77%.  

The load for each criterion in personal competences comprises critical understanding (33%) and technical skill 

(67%). By contrast, the load of communicative ability in social competence is 100% because it consists of only 

one category.  
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The load criteria in technical skills (use) comprise of three categories: the skills to use computer and internet 

(20%), the skills to use media actively (50%), and the ability to use advanced internet (30%). Besides, the load 

criteria in critical understanding is divided into three categories: (1) understanding media content and its function 

(30%), (2) knowledge  about media and media regulation  (40%), and the users’ behavior in using the media 

(30%). 

The load criteria of communicative  ability is also divided into three categories: (1) the ability to communicate 

and establish social relation by means of media (social  relations) (20%), (b) the ability to participate in society 

(citizen  participation) ( 50%), and the ability to produce the content of media (content creation) (30%). 

After determining the load of each component in evaluating media literacy, the next step is analyzing the 

results of the questionnaire-based and test-based data calculation and then integrating them with the load of each 

component. The results of the calculation will be used to determine the rate of media literacy skill. In this sense, 

the rate of media literacy skills are divided into three categories: basic, medium, and advanced.  

1. Basic category:   the teachers’ ability to operate media is not high;  kemampuan  dalam  mengoperasikan  

media  tidak  terlalu  tinggi, their ability to analyze the content of the media is not so good, and their ability to 

communicate by means of media is very limited. The score of the basic ability was lower than 70.  

2. Medium category: the teachers’ ability to operate the media is quite high,  their ability to analyze and 

evaluate the content of media is sufficient, as well they are active in producing the content media and 

participate in society. The score for the medium scale rates ranges between 70-130. 

3. Advanced category:  the teachers’ ability to operate the media is very high, having very high knowledge so 

that they are able to analyze the content of the media intensively and are able to communicate actively using 

media. The score for each advanced ability is above 130.  

The formulation of the research problem is “How is the rate of media literacy of the elementary- school 

certified teachers in Bandar Lampung?” Therefore purpose of the current study is to identify the rate of media 

literacy of the elementary- school certified teachers in Bandar Lampung.  

The significances of the research are as follows: (1) Practical significance – the findings of the research are 

expected to be usable as one of the references in developing media literacy in Bandar Lampung Education 

Service; (2) Theoretical significance -  the findings of the research are expected to contribute to the development 

of theory pertaining to the measurement of media literacy; (3) Policy significance - the findings of the research 

are expected to made one of the bases for designing the programs of media literacy for elementary school 

teachers; and (4) Reference significance - the findings of the research are expected to be a useful reference for 

other future researchers especially those relating to media literacy. 

 

2. RESEARCH METHOD 

The research uses quantitative method which would measure the score of each variable so that the rate of 

media literacy can be determined. The data were gathered by means of questionnaires and test. The items of the 

questionnaires and test were prepared based on individual competence framework. Then after the data were 

gathered, they were analyzed and conclusions were drawn. The sample was selected using random sampling 

technique out of 2300 certified elementary school teachers. 10% out of the population, that is, 230 teachers were 

selected as the sample.  

 

3. THE RESULTS OF THE RESEARCH 

In the following table, the findings of the research are presented based on the individual competence 

framework to describe the rate of media literacy.  

 

 

Table 1 Individual competence of the teachers in using (technical skills) 

 

No. Indicator Sub Indicator F % 

1. Ability to use computer 

and internet  

 

Operating computer  100 43,48 

Operating  internet 80 34,78 

  The load of indicator 1 / % 20% 7,83 

2. Actively use printed and 

non-printed media / day 

Regularity of suing internet 63 27,39 

Regularity of reading newspaper 189 82,17 

Going to cinema 19 8,26 

Regularity of reading books 211 91,74 

Using cellular technology 172 74,78 
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  The load of indicator 2 / % 50% 28,43 

3. Advanced ability to use 

internet 

Buying goods or services for individual 

needs through Internet in the last three 

months. 

21 9,13 

Reading, listening to or watching news 

from the Internet. 

27 11,74 

Internet banking 9 3,91 

  The load of indicator 3 / % 30% 2,48 

Load/Total 67% 12,91 

Scores 8,65 

 

Table 2 Personal Competence in evaluating media (critical skills) 

 

No. Indicator Sub indicator F % 

1. Ability to understand the 

content and function of 

media  

Comprehend printed texts   

Clasification of printed media and audio 

visual media 

78 33,91 

Distinguishing contents of information 

in the media 

116 50,43 

Considering the rate of importance for 

personal needs out of various media 

129 56,09 

Identifying interactive webs  52 22,61 

Distinguishing, identifying the content 

and function of media 

47 20,43 

  The load of indicator 1 / % 30% 11,00 

2. Having knowledge about 

media and media 

regulation 

Knowledge about the owner of 

multimedia companies and 

communication media 

61 26,52 

Knowledge about the  regulation of 

primary fund sources of the multimedia 

companies and communication media  

54 23,48 

Knowledge about the  penalty for law 

breaks of the multimedia companies 

153 66,52 

Knowledge about the  human rights 

breaks of the multimedia companies  

43 18,69 

Knowledge about the  regulation of the 

content of the media for children and 

adults 

58 25,22 

Knowledge about the  regulation of TV-

broadcasting time  for children 

149 64,78 

Knowledge about the  regulation of the 

internet to protect the users, especially 

for young children  

68 29,56 

Knowledge about the  writers’ and 

intellectuals’ rights 

59 25,65 

  The load of indicator 2 / % 40% 14,02 

3. Users’ behaviors in using 

media 

Searching for information sources 60 26,09 

Checking new sites  52 22,61 

Evaluating sites before selecting the 

content 

55 23,91 

  The load of indicator 3 / % 30% 7,26 

Load/Total 33% 10,76 

Scores 10,76 
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Table 3 Social Competence   

 

No. Indicator Sub indicator F % 

1. Ability to communicate 

and establish social 

relation by means of media  

Establishing social relation using 

facebook 

163 70,87 

  The load of indicator 1 / % 20% 14,17 

2. Ability to participate with 

the society using media 

Checking website 13 5,65 

Checking messages carefully before 

sending them  

19 8,26 

Composing messages in the websites 51 22,17 

Sending messages in the websites 51 22,17 

  The load of indicator 2 / % 50% 7,28 

3. Ability to produce and 

create the content of media 

Skillful at creating media 47 20,43 

  Having experiences creating media 46 20 

  Making use of media produced 42 18,26 

  The load of indicator 3 / % 30% 5,87 

Total load 100% 27,32 

Scores 27,32 

 

Based on the tables above, it can be explained that the score of the rate of the teachers’ media literacy seen 

from the indicators of personal or individual competence on the use of media was 19, 41 x load 0, 77 = 14,95. 

The score of media evaluation indicator (critical skills) was 27, 32 x load 0,23 = 6,28. So, score of the elementary 

school teachers’ media literacy was 21, 23. Therefore, the rate of the certified elementary school teachers’ media 

literacy in Bandar Lampung lies in the basic rate because their score was <70. The teachers’ ability to operate the 

media was not high; their ability to analyze the content of the media was not so good; and their ability to 

communicate by means of media was very limited.  

Professional teachers are required to do their tasks based on the constitution and theoretically they have to 

teach the students effectively, efficiently and interestingly if they are able to integrate the characteristics and 

condition of the students, the nature of the teaching materials, with other variables, that is, methods and media as 

well as teaching models. The teachers can do these if they are not “blind” on the media. Consequently, they will 

get a lot of information and inspiration to develop their teaching activities. Empirically, the teachers cannot avoid 

the development of information and technology and these should be followed by positive attitude. This will, in 

turn, result in high motivation to learn and make use of the products of technology in their teaching activities. 

The mastery of media literacy will enable the teachers to use various teaching sources. Constructivists’ idea 

supports the theory stating that the teachers are not the only sources for the students’ learning; by contrast, many 

sources that they can access so that their potentials can develop optimally, besides, the teachers’ tasks are to 

organize such various learning sources.  

 

4. CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

The rate of media literacy of the certified elementary school teachers throughout Bandar Lampung city lies in 

the basic level because their score is still <70. Their ability to operate the media was not high; their ability to 

analyze the content of the media was not good; and their ability to communicate by means of media was still very 

limited.  

The recommendations are put forward based on those conclusions: the teachers are expected to adjust 

themselves to the requirements of their roles, that is, they are as the organizers of the learning resources; and 

those who are concerned with education should make the findings of this research as one of the bases for 

designing education programs on media literacy especially for elementary school teachers.  
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